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Mr. Chairman, you and I have worked together  i n  t h e  House for almost 

a quarter of a century t o  advance the  heal th  of t he  American people. 1 

know t h a t  f o r  both of us one of t h e  highl ights  of those years w a s  t he  

passage i n  1963 of t h e  Health Professions Educational Assistance Act -- 
t he  b i l l  we a r e  extending and modifying now, i n  1965. 

I r e c a l l  your c l e a r  defense of t h e  1943 measure a s  a hea l th  -- not an 

education -- b i l l .  

s e r i e s  of Congressional ac t s  dat ing 'back t o  t he  79th Congress, when t h e  

Congreds began t o  take a very ac t ive  i n t e r e s t  i n  programs almed a t  providing 

You pointed out a t  t h a t  time t h a t  it belonged t o  a 

\ 

improved hea l th  services  f o r  t h e  American people, both quant i ta t ive ly  and 

qua l i t a t ive ly .  And I r e c a l l  -- and can only echo today -- your remarks 

about t he  f a c t  that hospi ta l s  and other hea l th  f a c i l i t i e s  alone cannot 

cure people. And you observed a t  t h a t  time t h a t  we had not enough doctors, 

den t i s t s  and other  hea l th  personnel because of one bottleneck -- t h e  inade- 

quacy of present f a c i l i t i e s  i n  which our doctors and den t i s t s  a r e  t ra ined .  

We know M r ,  Chairman, you and I have long memories i n  these  matters .  

t h a t  t h e  bill. we arp  considering today modigies one of t he  most v i t a l  

measures Congress ever enacted i n  t h e  hea l th  f i e l d .  We know what a long 

s e r i e s  of l e g i s l a t i v e  proposals t he  various Congresses considered -- and 

f a i l e d  t o  pass -- before t h i s  Act f i n a l l y  passed the  88th Congress and was 

signed i n t o  law i n  September, 1963. 
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A s  far back as the  85th Congress I had introduced a measui-e t o  ' 
provide grants  f o r  construction of research f a c i l i t i e s  and teaching 

f a c i l i t i e s  which was a d i r e c t  ancestor of the  Eealth Professions 
/ 

Educational Assistance Act. By e a r l y  i n  1959, expert  witnesses before 

my Com-nittee had mde  me aware of the acute  Reed f o r  e s sen t i a l  hea l th  

personnel--a need tha t  the  msterfb.1 dozzment "Physicians f o r  a Growing 

America," first out l ined i n  i t s  over-al l  dimensions l a t e r  t h a t  year. 

Since t h a t  time a s e r i e s  of dis t ingaished cormittees and Commissions 

has reaffirmed and ref ined the f a c t s .  

Coxmission on Heart Disease, Cancer and Strokes. 

longer be any doubt i n  any quarter  t h a t  we w i l l  need more physicians and 

dent is ts--mny more physicians and dent i s t s - - to  meet t h i s  Nation's hea l th  

needs. We know now t h a t  the number of new physicians graduated each year 

must increase a t  l e a s t  50 prcen t - - and  t'ne output of new den t i s t s  m u s t  

Most r ecen t ly  it was the Pres ident ' s  

Surely there  can no 

increase 100 percent--by 1975. 

us, and sure ly  no o l e  can go on denying it, today. 

This i s  the magnitude of the  problem before 

It is  not my in ten t ion  t o  belabor the  o5vious. But it is  my in ten t ion  

t o  put t h i s  matter i n  propir  perspective f o r  those who may not share 0-a? 

views. 

hard-won lan&rk--and one w'nich should have been reached half-a-dozen 

years e a r l i e r .  

delayed s o  long i n  the  face of so urgent a problem. 

Tne Health Professions Educatio3al Assistance Act of 1963 was  3 

It is s t i l l  incredible  t o  ine t h a t  successive Congresses 

I want a t  t h i s  time t o  tu rn  d i r e c t l y  t o  the  b i l l  we a r e  considering 

today. F i r s t  of a l l ,  it w i l l  expand the Health Professions Educational 

Assistance Act by providing grants  t o  imp-ove the  qua l i t y  of schools of 

medicine, den t i s t ry  and osteopathy. Tnis ass i s tance  w i l l  enable our schools 
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t o  s t renthen t h e i r  cur r icu la ,  and is a log ica l  extension of the  

construct ion provisions already embo3ied i n  the  Act. 

Section 720 of the Health Professions Educational Assistance 

Act must be extended. I a m  very p-oud of what Brown University ii? my 

hone s t a t e  of Rhode Is land has been ab le  t o  do with the  ass i s tance  of 

Federal f inds  provided by t h i s  Act. 

one of severa l  states that do not have a medical school. When it 

became c l e a r  t o  Brown t h a t  ex i s t ing  medical. schools could not produce 

enough physicians, Erown--as the  S t a t e ' s  leading i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

higher educat ion-- ini t ia ted an e n t i r e l y  new program i n  medical educa- 

As you m y  know, Rhode Is land is ' 

t i o n  based on a six-year curriculum. 

been proceeding along these l i n e s  which, by 1970, w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  an 

investment of severa l  mil l ions of do l la rs ,  a p a r t  of wWch w i l l  be 

Federal funds. To date  the Feaeral  funds f o r  construction and the 

Since September 1963 Brown has 

s tudent  loan provisions of the  Act have g rea t ly  enhanced the growth 

of Brown--and of a nmiber of other  Universi t ies  across t h i s  Nation-- 

and it i s  imperative t h a t  t h i s  pa t t e rn  of growth continue. 

M r .  Chairman, I a m  glad t h a t  ws a r e  going t o  l i b e r a l i z e  the  s tu-  

dent loan provisions of the Health Professions Educational Assistance 

Act. I am a l l  f o r  t h i s .  1 r e c a l l  the  words of OUT esteemed colleague, 

Senator Hill, when he ms shepherding that  Act through the  Senate i n  

1963. He noted t h a t  much had been s a i d  about the way t h i s  loan proviso 

w as pat terned after the  National Defense Education Act. "I had the  

honor of being one of the  authors of t h a t  b i l l , "  he s a i d  and he added, 

"Tne successes under the  program have been very sa t i s fy ing  and rewarding. 

But the  National Defense Education Act loans do not f i t  the  needs of 

s tudents  i n  den t i s t ry  or medicine. I' 
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Senator H i l l  was  point ing out t h a t  the a i m  was t o  provide a program 

complementary t o  the National Defense Educition Act. Nevertheless, we 

now have experience t o  prove t h a t  the loan provisions were s t i l l  not 

adequate t o  meet the needs of the  medical and d m t a l  students--nor w i l l  

these needs be m e t  so l e ly  by lYoeral izat ion of loans.  

It is with a sense of personal s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  I endorse the  proposal 

we have here today f o r  a prograra of scholarships f o r  needy s tudents .  You 

w i l l  r eca l l ,  Mr. Chairman, t h a t  when I t e s t i f i e d  'before t h i s  Comit tee  i n  

August of 1963, i n  behalf of H.R. 12, I expressed my deep disappointment 

over the House ac t ion  s t r i k i n g  the scholarship provisions from t h a t  b i l l .  
f 

In  several  Congresses before the  88th I had introduced scholarship b i l l s  

i n  the House--only t o  see them die  there .  It m u s t  not happen again.  

It is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t a len ted  young people from every l e v e l  of oar 

soc ie ty  be encouraged t o  en ter  the nedical  professions.  

of hea l th  education is  s t i l l  preventing many qual i f ied  s tudents  from 

becoming doctors or den t i s t s .  

Yet the  high cos t  

To mention only one instance? a survey i n  1963-1964 sho+Ted t h a t  the 

expenses f o r  s ing le  medical s tudents  were about $2,700 a year, and f o r  

m r r i e d  s tudents  with mare than one child,  $5,200. 

medical school graduates came from famil ies  with incomes exceeding $10,000 

a year. The scholarship provisions of t h i s  masure we a r e  considering and 

the l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  of the  loan program t o  provide--like the scholarships-- 

up t o  $2,500 a year, w i l l  nuke for greater  equal i ty  of opportunity i n  one 

v i t a l  area of our soc ie ty .  

One-half of last  June's 
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In  Ynis time of s o c i a l  change i n  the hea l th  f i e l d s  it i s  noteworthy 

when one comes across  a s igapost  t o  the  fu ture .  

completed h i s  thorough stuciy of a l l  the  mf?dical schools i n  the United States ,  

h i s  repor t  became such a signpost.  

issued by the Association of American Medics1 Colleges, which impresses me 

as another Flexner r epor t .  

Through Education," and it w a s  prepared by Dr. Loxell T. Coggeshall. 

Wnen Abraham Flexner 

I h&ve just been reading another repsr t ,  

It i s  ca l l ed  "Planning f o r  Medical Progress 

This repor t  suggests courses of ac t ion  that must be taken i f  medical 

education i s  t o  meet t he  challenge of providing fo r  the hea l th  of a l l  o f  

our people. It does not deal i n  unsupported gene ra l i t i e s .  

leave with you a few words from t h i s  r e m r l a b l e  r epor t :  

I would l i k e  t o  

"A continuing t rend i s  the gowing need f o r  physicians.  

p s t ,  t he  physician 's  cancern w3.s w i t h  life and death. 

capab i l i t i e s ,  he i s  concerned msre and more w i t h  care i n  i l l n e s s  and 

preventive care.  

f o r  physicians.  . . 

In  centur ies  

Now, with increased 11 

%e consequence of t h i s  developxent ... i s  a growing need 

"Clearly, pas t  t rends and implexentation of the  preva i l ing  philosophy 

are expanding the r o l e  of Goverment i n  the hea l th  care  f i e l d  as wel l  as 

i n  the  sponsorship of research and education. Expns ion  o f  the  government's 

r o l e  is the  log ica l  consequence of a general ly  enlarged sense of publ ic  

r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  na t iona l  and ind iv icha l  hea l th .  I '  

1 a m  sure, fi. C'nairmn, t h a t  i n  the new c l i m t e  of concern f o r  soc ia l  

welfare i n  which we f i n d  ourselves today, the  mzasure we a r e  considering 

here w i l l  be enacted i n t o  l a w .  When tlret happms, it w i l l  indeed r e f l e c t  

an  enlarged sense of publ ic  r e spons ib i l i t y  on the  p r t  of the  89th Congress. 


